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Av/Elul 5777
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

First, I’ll start with news of the synagogue. The monthly calendars for the year have been posted to the web site.
We have finally picked August 27th as the date for the Pool Party at Levi’s House. We are looking forward to
having a fun day in the sun as we look forward to cooler weather and the High Holidays.
This last week I was in Crystal City attending the 2017 Men’s Club Convention. This year’s convention was
done in conjunction with the Women’s League and the Men of Reformed Judaism (MRJ). It was an interesting
week. During the Israeli Embassy visit, the following groups participated in an official protest to the Israeli
government’s decision to not allow women to pray at the Western Wall as well as other transgressions against
the progressive gains of American Judaism. The protest was recorded by numerous publications and is currently
an on-going and evolving story.
All-in-all, the convention was the best by far that I have attended. The keynote speaker this year was Barney
Frank who discussed not only some of the Washingtonian issues that he encountered but also related Jewish and
Israeli issues into the context of his discussions. Overall, the hotel staff was friendly, the food was good and the
Cantors’ Concert was great. The conference saw two transitions. One was the transfer of the International
President from Alan Gottesman to Stan Greenspan. While I just met Stan, Alan was approachable, friendly, and
dynamic. The Bar Mitzvah JoAnn and I attended in May was at his synagogue. The other transition was at the
Executive Director position. Rabbi Charles Simon retired after thirty-plus years of service to the FJMC, and
Rabbi Andy Shugerman was introduced as his replacement. The ceremonies for the last two days of the
conference, including the Cantors’Concert was dedicated to the accomplishments and achievements of Rabbi
Simon related to building regional bridges within the continental US, expanding the FJMC presence to South
America, Europe, and Israel, and instituting programs to improve Men’s Clubs’ posture within their own
synagogues. The Cantors’ Concert featured the tenor voice of Hazzan Alberto Mizrahi; he was accompanied by
Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro, Hazzan Joanna Dulkin, Hazzan Steven Stoehr and Hazzan Ben Tisser. The
cultural music and jocularity of this event is one of the highlights of every convention; unfortunately, Steven
Stoehr indicated this was his last convention; he will be sorely missed.
My own activities at the convention focused on a couple of days of sightseeing for myself, picking up our
Men’s Club Quality Award for the year, chaperoning a tour group to the Air and Space Museum, a couple of
Keruv events, a musical Friday night service, a meditative Shabbat, and participating in the nascent stages of an
FJMC e-Magazine.
The Seaboard Region is planning their biennial retreat at the Capitol Camps June 8-10, 2018. Please consider
attending as this is a welcome weekend with kosher food, good comradeship, and spiritual relaxation.
Your President,
Keith Meyers

CONTRIBUTIONS
Donation from the Liemans.

LAST CHANCE
GET YOUR RAFFLES FROM KEITH
July 30th – Raffle Selection 10AM
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SISTERHOOD
Fortunately this bulletin finds our Sisterhood President on an extended vacation; somewhere along Route 66.
We wish her well on enjoying her trip and look forward to hearing the mile-by-mile details at the Pool Party.
Don’t forget to read “The Secret Chord” for our next book club meeting in September.
Shalom,
JoAnn

MEN’S CLUB
The Redskins Football raffle has been designated to the Men’s Club this year; so please ensure you get your
raffle tickets in to support our Men’s Club.
We are finalizing our lunch date with Al on August 6th. We will depart the synagogue at 10AM and pick up Al
for brunch at the Ruddy Duck. Al is looking forward to meeting up with us. Please reply to Pete or Keith on
your planned attendance so we can get car pools together.
Also, want to thank all those who participated in the Reds-Nationals game; a wonderful day for baseball, but
mostly for the Reds.
Shalom,
Keith

August 4th – Friday Night Services 8:00 PM

HIGH HOLIDAYS
The High Holidays are over the horizon in September. The High Holiday honors will be distributed separately
from the service leader list process. Here are the times planned for the services, please mark your calendars; or,
print out the September calendar on the last page:






Erev Rosh Hashanah services will be Wednesday September 20 at 8:00 PM.
Rosh Hashanah services will be Thursday-Friday September 21-22 at 9:00 AM.
Kol Nidre services will be Friday September 29 at 7:15 PM.
Yom Kippur morning services will be Saturday September 30 at 9:00 AM.
Yom Kippur afternoon services will be Saturday September 30 at 6:00 PM.

SHAARE TIKVAH POOL
PARTY
August 27th: 1-4 PM
6301 Westridge Court
Camp Springs

AUGUST – SEPTEMBER

AV – ELUL – TISHREI YAHRZEITS

Istanbul, Turkey

General Announcements:
1. Are you looking for a special way to note a happy occasion or remember a loved one? How about sponsoring a Kiddush?
Call Carol Halikman (301-372-1335) no later than the preceding Wednesday.
2. Don’t forget to buy Golden Book cards to mark any special occasion. You can get a Sisterhood Golden Book card sent for
you in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone. For only $5.00 (about the same for a Hallmark card), you get a lovely
card sent in your name. Call or Amy Sheldon (301-868-2448) or e-mail her at amybsheldon@gmail.com and send the
payments to Pat Romerstein.
3. If you have news for the Yenta, e-mail slevin501@aol.com or call at (301) 292-4873.
4. To add a loved one to the Yahrzeit list, please e-mail Alice Hirschfeld, aehirsch1@gmail.com.
5. You can buy a memorial plaque or a mitzvah board plaque. Call Ed Halikman (301-372-1335) or e-mail
ehalikman@prodigy.net.
6. Please donate to the Charles County Food Bank – Box under table at door.
7. Shaare Tikvah Mount Lebanon cemetery plots are available; please contact Jerry Feith (301-645-5146) for additional
information.
8. Please coordinate all mishebayrach names (additions/removals) with Dan Lieman, dlieman@gmail.com.
9. For those may have any bronze plaques from the old Yahrzeit Board and want to have them, please contact Ed Halikman to
work out the details.

Friday Night
Services 8:00 PM

Men’s Club
Al Riskin Brunch
10AM Departure
11AM Brunch –
Ruddy Duck

Pool Party – Levi
Goldfarb’s House
1 PM
Redskins
Raffle
10:00 AM

Erev Tisha B’Av

